ALL  AGE –
Lent 2, Year B, 28.02.21
Welcome, notices, birthdays

On screen before the service:
Mark 8.31-38: Jesus is telling his disciples a difficult truth about what will happen to him in his death and resurrection, but Peter finds it hard to take, and argues with Jesus. Jesus sets out that God’s ways are different from human nature: we must forget about our earthly desires and follow Jesus. Sometimes it can be hard to accept a difficult truth. We might wonder if there have been times when we have had to receive a difficult truth. How did we react? How might we have responded if we had been in Peter’s shoes?
Hymn:  Will you come and follow me
Prayer of Approach
Through the psalmist, God says, ‘Be still, and know that I am God!’
Let us come into God’s presence and still our hearts.
Let us come together to listen to God.
Let us be still, and know that God is indeed God. Amen.
A prayer of confession

God calls to us, but we hesitate to take up our cross for we are not willing to let go of what we have. 

Lord, forgive us when we live by the values of this world,
caught up in labels and fashions, so that we overlook
an unhealthy obsession with body image, low pay 

and the appalling conditions of the sweatshop. 
Forgive us

and help us

Forgive us when we live by the values of this world,
caught up in accumulating more and more stuff,
so that we overlook those who struggle to provide for their families,
and the systems of injustice that divide rich from poor. 
Forgive us

and help us

Forgive us when we live by the values of this world, 

so caught up in throwing away and clearing clutter
that we overlook the pillaging of our natural world and the pollution of God’s creation.
Forgive us

and help us

Amen. 
The Absolution

Almighty God have mercy on you, 

forgive you your sins and bring you to everlasting life.   Amen.

Reading  








Mark 8: 31-38
31Jesus began to teach his disciples that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again. 32He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. 33But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, ‘Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.’

34He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, ‘If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 35For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. 36For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? 37Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? 38Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.’ 

Address 


Hymn
Be still and know that I am Lord
(Collection is taken during this hymn)

Bless the Gifts

Lord Jesus, you gave everything for us.
As we give you our gifts, we offer you all that we have, and are, and will be,
praying that our church, and our mission,
may reach out so that others may come to share in your risen life. Amen.
Intercessions
We pray for followers of Jesus Christ; for those who are imprisoned for their faith,
for those who serve as missionaries, for teachers of the faith…
Lord, in your mercy

hear our prayer

We pray for those who deny themselves to serve others;
for those who work in hospitals and prisons, for those who are carers,
for those who serve their communities as volunteers…
Lord, in your mercy

hear our prayer

We pray for those who carry the weight of a cross; for the homeless and unemployed,
for those who are ill or bereaved, for those who struggle with mental health…
Lord, in your mercy

hear our prayer

We pray for ourselves, as we follow Christ; for strength to overcome our struggles 
and failures, for our fears and worries, for those we love, and those who love us…
Lord, in your mercy

hear our prayer

Merciful Father,

Accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, 
Our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen.
Lord’s Prayer (sung)
Our Father who art in heaven HBTN

Thy kingdom come thy will be done HBTN

On earth as it is in heaven HBTN

Give us this day our daily bread HBTN

Forgive us all our trespasses HBTN

As we forgive those who trespass against us HBTN

And lead us not into temptation HBTN

But deliver us from all that is evil HBTN

For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory HBTN

For ever and for ever and ever HBTN

Prayer:
Be strong. Trust God. Do not weaken.
Walk in God’s way. Sit in his presence. Stand against evil.
Go in the name of God who sees you as righteous because Jesus died for you.
Blessing

The blessing of God Almighty,

the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit

be amongst you and remain with you, now and forever. 

Amen.
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