ALL AGE 28.03.21     Palm Sunday, Year A
Hymn: Make way, make way

A gathering prayer

Lord of all, when Jesus entered into Jerusalem,

the people welcomed him with praise and gave him the best they could offer.

We ask you to fill our hearts with joy and love.

Help us to understand what it means to give freely and extravagantly 
of our time, our treasure and our talents.

Most of all, inspire us to give you our praise. Amen.
A prayer of confession

When we have not welcomed you as we should,
Saviour, forgive us
When we have not recognised your presence with us.
Saviour, forgive us

When we have not given you praise, instead being too busy looking down.

Saviour, forgive us
Lift up our heads, give us eyes to see.

We pray this in your holy name. Amen.
The Absolution

May almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you your sins 
and bring you to everlasting life.   Amen.

Reading: 

Mark 11: 1-11
When they were approaching Jerusalem, at Bethphage and Bethany, near the Mount of Olives, he sent two of his disciples and said to them, ‘Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately as you enter it, you will find tied there a colt that has never been ridden; untie it and bring it. If anyone says to you, “Why are you doing this?” just say this, “The Lord needs it and will send it back here immediately.”’ They went away and found a colt tied near a door, outside in the street. As they were untying it, some of the bystanders said to them, ‘What are you doing, untying the colt?’ They told them what Jesus had said; and they allowed them to take it. Then they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks on it; and he sat on it. Many people spread their cloaks on the road, and others spread leafy branches that they had cut in the fields. Then those who went ahead and those who followed were shouting, ‘Hosanna! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor David! Hosanna in the highest heaven!’ Then he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple; and when he had looked around at everything, as it was already late, he went out to Bethany with the twelve.
Address


Hymn:  Beauty for brokenness
(Collection is taken during this hymn)

Bless the Gifts

Lord Jesus, you gave everything for us.
AS we offer you our gifts, we offer you all that we have, and are, and will be,
praying that our church, and our mission,
may reach out so that others may come to share in your risen life.
Amen.
Intercessory prayer

Lord, we pray for those who have not seen you enter the gates of their lives:

those who have turned you away, those who have been too busy to look,

those who have been hurt by others and are afraid to trust,

those who have been given a distorted view of you.

Open their eyes, O King of kings, for you are the ‘one before all things’.

Lord, we pray that we may be faithful stewards of your good news:

encouraging others to look to you, acting as agents of comfort and healing,

acting not with our own agenda but out of love for you,

summoning others with our shouts of praise.

Open our lips, O Lord of lords, that we may praise with one accord.

Lord, we pray for your mercy in our broken world: 

for strength to break the bonds of darkness, for tenderness to gather and hold the hurting.

We pray these things in earnest hope, and longing for peace to reign.

Have mercy on what you have made. Glory to the God who saves! Amen.
Merciful Father, accept these prayers 
for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen.
Lord’s Prayer (sung)
Our Father who art in heaven HBTN

Thy kingdom come thy will be done HBTN

On earth as it is in heaven HBTN

Give us this day our daily bread HBTN

Forgive us all our trespasses HBTN

As we forgive those who trespass against us HBTN

And lead us not into temptation HBTN

But deliver us from all that is evil HBTN

For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory HBTN

For ever and for ever and ever HBTN

Prayer
King Jesus, you are the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end, 
before all things and far beyond tomorrow, the same yesterday, today and for ever, 
exploding all our preconceptions, our fears, our assumptions and expectations.
Enter our lives, go before us, walk beside us; may we always honour your name. Amen.
Blessing:
Go with joy wherever God may send you. 
Be strong in your faith, bold in your decisions and thankful in your acknowledgement 
that Jesus is your guide, your companion and your Saviour. 

and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
be amongst you and remain with you, now and always. Amen.
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